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Introduction
Chair and Members of the Committee,

On behalf of the Ruffed Grouse Society (RGS) and American Woodcock Society (AWS), thank you for the
opportunity to submit written testimony in support of Assembly Bill 619 — the Forestry Revitalization Act.

On November 5%, 2025, RGS & AWS previously expressed support for Senate Bill 456 before the Senate
Committee on Insurance, Housing, Rural Issues and Forestry. That support remains firm. This testimony is
intended to supplement that record by supporting AB 619 and addressing fiscal responsibility, workforce
capacity, and implementation considerations directly relevant to the Assembly Committee on Ways and Means

Fiscal Context and Public Return on Investment

Wisconsin’s forest products economy has historically functioned as both an economic engine and the primary
delivery system for active forest management on public and private lands. In recent decades, mill closures,
declining markets, and workforce contraction have weakened that system, creating cascading impacts across
rural communities, state forest revenues, and wildlife habitat outcomes.

The Forestry Revitalization Act represents a strategic attempt to:

Stabilize and diversify forest product markets,

Leverage substantial private capital investment,

e Restore confidence for long-term workforce participation in logging and hauling, and

e Re-anchor active forest management as a cornerstone of rural economic development.
From a Ways & Means perspective, the bill’s value is not limited to job creation alone. A functioning forest
products economy:
e Reduces deferred forest management costs on public lands,
e Maintains road access and operational infrastructure,
e Sustains revenue streams tied to timber sales, and
e Supports tourism, recreation, and wildlife-related economic activity dependent on healthy forests.
L)
Workforce Capacity as a Fiscal Risk Factor
RGS & AWS supports AB 619 while also emphasizing a critical fiscal risk: workforce capacity constraints in
logging and trucking.
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As documented in our letter from November 5%, 2025:

o  Wisconsin’s logging workforce is aging rapidly,

e Entry into the profession has declined for decades,

e Insurance availability and costs remain as major barriers, and

e Capital access for equipment modernization is limited.
Without targeted workforce investments, new industrial demand—however well intentioned—may strain an
already fragile system. That risk has budgetary implications, including:

e Increased pressure on public infrastructure,

e Market volatility affecting existing mills,

e Delayed project timelines, and

e Reduced realization of projected economic returns.
Addressing workforce capacity is therefore not ancillary to AB 619 —it is essential to protecting the state’s
financial exposure and ensuring durable outcomes.

Importance of Infrastructure and Public Lands Readiness

Rural roads and public lands forest road systems are a limiting factor across much of northern Wisconsin.
Deferred maintenance increases hauling costs, reduces safety, and constrains harvest scheduling.
Strategic investment in forest road infrastructure:

Lowers per-unit hauling costs,

Extends seasonal operability,

Improves safety and compliance, and

Increases efficiency for both public and private operators.
From a fiscal standpoint, preventative infrastructure investment is substantially more cost-effective than
deferred reconstruction.

Conclusion
RGS & AWS urges the Assembly Committee on Ways and Means to advance Assembly Bill 619 and consider an
implementation framework that:

e Protects public investment,
Strengthens workforce capacity,
Supports existing forest product markets, and
Ensures Wisconsin’s forests remain actively managed for economic, ecological, and public benefit.
As logging and the forest products industry are the principal mechanisms for sustaining abundant and diverse forest
wildlife habitat in the northern forests, RGS & AWS urges you to support SENATE BILL 456- Forestry Revitalization Act.
This investment is urgently needed to keep the Northwoods forests healthy, vibrant, and a place wildlife and
Wisconsinites would be proud to call home.

Respectfully submitted,
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