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November 5, 2025

Subject: SENATE BILL 456- Forestry Revitalization Act

Dear Senate Committee on Insurance, Housing, Rural Issues and Forestry

Established in 1961, the Ruffed Grouse Society (RGS) is North America’s foremost conservation organization
dedicated to creating healthy forests, abundant wildlife and promoting a conservation ethic. Together with the
American Woodcock Society (AWS) (established in 2014), RGS & AWS work with private landowners, forest products
industrial partners, and government agencies to establish critical wildlife habitat utilizing scientific management
practices. Our members and staff recognize the numerous economic, recreational, social, and aesthetic values that
are generated from Wisconsin’s public lands and wildlife resources. That is why RGS & AWS members support
SENATE BILL 456- Forestry Revitalization Act.

Wisconsin is fortunate to have a strong forest management and conservation legacy. This legacy has not only
supported abundant wildlife habitat and the sustainable/wise-use of forest resources, but functioned as the driving
force for wildlife habitat and rural economic development in the Northwoods. However, over the past several
decades, the industry has shrunk significantly. Mill closures and changing/declining markets have left the economy
and workforce of rural Wisconsin vulnerable. The Great Lakes Region as a whole has been in desperate need for such
an investment to keep northern forests and communities healthy for wildlife and people alike.

Recent closures of the pulp and paper mills in Duluth, Park Falls, and Wisconsin Rapids have impacted loggers in
Minnesota and Wisconsin. The former Verso mill in Wisconsin Rapids alone consumed approximately 25% of the
pulpwood produced in Wisconsin. Its closure disrupted pulpwood markets across the Lake States. An industry survey
in 2022 cited poor and declining markets and too many mill closures as major contributing factors to the decreased
logger workforce in Wisconsin. 75% of loggers surveyed stated they are not planning to expand their businesses in the
next five years. Young professionals have long been discouraged from entering the logging profession and as a result,
the logger workforce was on average, 55.3 years old in 2022. The average age of the total WI Workforce is 40.1 years
old and the national average is 38.8 years old.

This history and factors in mind, RGS & AWS has concerns about the logging/trucking workforce’s ability to meet the
needs of the proposed Sustainable Aviation Fuel facility and continue to meet the demands of existing mills. That is
why RGS & AWS would like to see SENATE BILL 456 address the following areas:

- Rural road and public lands forest road infrastructure.

- Increased logger and trucker workforce development through Wisconsin Forestry Center Pathways Programs.

- Support for job shadowing and apprenticeship programs in the logging, trucking, logging equipment
manufacturing, and logging equipment maintenance industries.

- Continuing education opportunities for existing logger and trucker businesses, such as business and
marketing classes.

- Low-interest rate loans for loggers and truckers to purchase and improve equipment.

- Insurance industry reform and insurance subsidies to address difficult to obtain and cost prohibitive
insurance for loggers and truckers.
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As logging and the forest products industry are the principal mechanisms for sustaining abundant and diverse forest
wildlife habitat in the northern forests, RGS & AWS urges you to support SENATE BILL 456- Forestry Revitalization Act.
This investment is urgently needed to keep the Northwoods forests healthy, vibrant, and a place wildlife and
Wisconsinites would be proud to call home.

Best Regards,

0 .

Jon Steigerwaldt

Forest Conservation Director: Western Great Lakes
Ruffed Grouse Society & American Woodcock Society
1700 Pine Dr.

Spooner WI, 54801
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